Classification of acute kidney injury

Classification Common causes

Pre-renal AKI Hypotension
sepsis
medications

Abnormal perfusion to a structurally
normal kidney

cardiac failure
Hypovolaemia
vomiting and diarrhoea
dehydration
blood loss
Hypoxia

Renal AKI

Injury to nephrons
(glomeruli and tubules)

Prolonged pre-renal AKI insults
Acute tubular necrosis (ATN)
Drugs/toxins
Glomerulonephritis

Interstitial nephritis

Vasculitis

Post-renal AKI

Obstruction to urinary flow

Obstruction
ureteric stones
pelvic malignancy
prostate hypertrophy



