A five-year-old, otherwise healthy, girl was referred by her GP regarding an itchy
rash, treated as eczema with topical corticosteroids of escalating strength,
including two potent preparations, which had commenced five months previously.

She had extensive inflammation on her trunk and limbs, crusted areas on her
hands (see figure 5, below) and feet, and some scaling of her scalp (see figure 3,
opposite). There were extremely large numbers of burrows on her hands and feet,
and individual mites were easily visible with the dermatoscope (see figure 6, below).

Direct questioning and examination confirmed that her mother also had the
classical form of scabies, with several visible burrows, from one of which the
scabies mite was extracted. She and her family were treated with topical permethrin.



