ACS: Diagnostic algorithm
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® The importance of an
accurate clinical history
together with a detailed
examination should not be
underestimated to rule in or
rule out ACS.

@ Initial investigations are the
same for all ACS events, with
the need for urgent serial
ECGs and the measurement
of cardiac troponins, to assess
myocardial damage.

® In NSTEMI, ECG changes
suggestive of ischaemia are
often present and associated
with elevated cardiac troponin
levels.

® In UA, there is a considerable
reduction in myocardial
perfusion leading to symptoms;
however, there is no rise in
cardiac troponin levels.





