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Superficial wound infections usually occur within

30 days of the procedure and involve only the skin and
subcutaneous tissues. You should assume that a superficial
wound infection indicates a deep infection until proven
otherwise.

In PJI there may be a ‘woody’ character to the oedema
around the surgical site. Systemic upset may or may
not occur with a PJI. In some cases joint pain and a
persistently elevated CRP may be the only features.

Culture of aspirated joint fluid offers the best diagnostic
approach. Joint aspiration must be done under strict
asepsis. It is therefore not an appropriate investigation to
be carried out in primary care. Antibiotics should be
withheld until appropriate specimens are obtained.

A haematoma is a potent bacterial culture medium
and it should be drained under aseptic technique.

Coagulase-negative staphylococcus is the most
common skin commensal and culture contaminant.
When associated with biomaterials, these organisms are
capable of forming a slimy biofilm. In this state they are
largely resistant to antibodies and antibiotics.

In the majority of patients aggressive, repeated
debridements and an exchange of the prosthesis are
required to eradicate the infection successfully. However,
in patients with an acute postoperative infection an
early debridement and four weeks of intravenous
antibiotics have been shown to eradicate the infection
in about 60 per cent of cases.

If comorbidity precludes major revisional surgery,
long-term suppressive antibiotic therapy may be used
and a surgical sinus can be created to allow drainage.

The use of prophylactic antibacterial agents, ultra-clean
air and laminar flow systems has reduced the rates of
PJlI'in THR and TKR from about 10 per cent when the
operations were first introduced to 0.5-1 per cent for
THR and 1-2 per cent for TKR.
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