Classification of peri-prosthetic joint infection

Classification Early postoperative infection

Late chronic infection

Acute haematogenous infection

Definition Infection occurs within
three to six weeks after surgery

Treatment Attempt at serial debridements
and prosthesis salvage

Chronic infection present for
more than three to six weeks
after surgery

Prosthesis removal and
exchange or joint resection

Late haematogenous seeding
of a well-functioning arthroplasty

Attempt at serial debridements
with prosthesis salvage
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