Comparison of clinical features of elderly onset rheumatoid arthritis (EORA) and young onset
rheumatoid arthritis (YORA)

Feature YORA EORA

Age at onset < 65 years with the peak at 30-50 years >65 years

Female: male ratio 3 27or1

Onset Insidious/subacute Acute

Number of joints involved More likely to be polyarticular More likely than YORA to be

mono- or oligo-articular
Pattern of joint Onset more commonly in small joints Large joint onset is more
involvement especially of the hands common than in YORA, for

example with shoulder and hip

joint involvement at onset

Symmetry Largely symmetrical Largely asymmetrical

Constitutional symptoms Less likely More likely
including fever

Serology Majority seropositive (> 80%) Less likely to be seropositive



